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PREAMBLE 

This Entry Manual sets out the principles for allocating slots to Member 

Associations and their eligible clubs to participate in the ASEAN Club 

Championship from the 2025/26 Sporting Season onwards. 

 

This Entry Manual shall be read in conjunction with the relevant competition 

regulations and circulars. This Entry Manual shall form an integral part of any 

such competition regulations and/or circulars. 
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DEFINITIONS 

In this Entry Manual, capitalised terms shall have the following meanings, 

unless the context specifically indicates otherwise: 

ACC The ASEAN Club Championship. 

AFC The Asian Football Confederation. 

AFC Men’s Club 

Competition Ranking 

A ranking of the Member Associations based on 

the results of all their clubs in the AFC Men’s Club 

Competitions determined in accordance with 

Appendix 1 to this AFC Men’s Club Competitions - 

Entry Regulations, in force at the time. 

Entry Manual This ASEAN Club Championship – Entry Manual. 

Member Association 

Eligibility Criteria 

The criteria as set out in Article 5  of this 

Entry Manual. 

Sporting Criteria The criteria as set out in Article 8 of this Entry 

Manual. 

Sporting Season The period starting with the first official match of 

a competition and ending with the last official 

match of the relevant competition. 

Titleholder The champion of the most recently concluded 

edition of an ASEAN Club Competition. 

For the purposes of this Entry Manual, and provided the context so permits: 
(i) the singular shall include the plural and vice-versa; 
(ii) the feminine gender shall include the masculine and vice-versa; 
(iii) references to natural persons shall include any legal person or corporation; 
(iv) references to the AFF shall include its successors and permitted assigns 

and, where the context requires, the AFF Committees; 
(v) references to the AFF Commercial Rights Partner or Commercial Affiliates 

shall include, where advised by the AFF, their successors and permitted 
assigns; and 

(vi) all defined terms, unless otherwise stated herein shall bear the same 
meaning as ascribed in the AFF Statutes, the relevant AFF Competition 
Regulations, the AFC Competition Operations Manual and the AFC Club 
Licensing Regulations, unless the context indicates otherwise. 
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SECTION 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Scope of Application 

1.1. This Entry Manual governs the entry of clubs into the ASEAN 

Club Championship from the 2025/26 Sporting Season onwards. 

1.2. This Entry Manual sets out the mechanism for allocating slots to 

Member Associations and their eligible clubs to participate in the ASEAN 

Club Championship. 

1.3. Any reference to the AFF Statutes and to AFF and FIFA regulations 

refers to those in force at the time of application. 

2. AFC Men’s Club Competitions Ranking  

2.1. The AFF shall refer to the AFC Men’s Club Competitions Ranking, as 

published by the AFC in accordance with the relevant AFC regulations, 

each year.  

2.2. The AFF General Secretariat shall allot slots to the eligible Member 

Associations for the Asean Club Championships, in accordance with the 

provisions set out in this Entry Manual, from the 2025-26 Season. 
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SECTION 2: Slot Allocation 

3. Slot Allocation  

3.1. Subject to the other relevant provisions within this Entry Manual, 

Member Associations have been allocated the following slots for the 

2025-26 season: 

3.1.1. PLAY-OFF STAGE 

a. One (1) Participating Club each from the AFF Member 

Associations (the “AFF MAs”) securing bottom-four rank in 

the immediately preceding AFC Men’s Club Competitions 

Rankings, that has been published as on the date of 

publication of the Tournament Regulations for the relevant 

Season. 

b. The Participating Club as mentioned hereinabove, shall be 

the winners of the National League season within the 

respective Member Association. 

c. For the avoidance of any doubts, even if a Participating Club 

from one of the AFF MAs securing bottom-four rank as per 

Article 3.1.1 a, hereinabove has participated in the previous 

Season of the ASEAN Club Championship, such 

Participating Club shall not be eligible to participate in the 

next Season of the ASEAN Club Championship unless they 

fulfill Article 3.1.1 b. 

3.1.2. GROUP STAGE 

This stage shall have a total of twelve (12) teams: 

a. Two (2) Participating Clubs each from the Member 

Associations of the following: 

i) Malaysia 

ii) Singapore 

iii) Thailand, and 

iv) Vietnam; 

b. One (1) Participating Club from the AFF Member 

Association not included in Article 3.1.2 (a), hereinabove 
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and ranked at the top of the table at the end of the 

immediately preceding AFC Men’s Club Competitions 

Rankings, that has been concluded as on the date of 

publication of the Tournament Regulations for the relevant 

Season, and; 

c. Two (2) Participating Club(s) being the winners of the Play-

Off stage as mentioned in Article 3.1.1, hereinabove. 

d. Should a Participating Club from one of the AFF MAs 

mentioned in Article 3.1.2 a or 3.1.2 b, be adjudged as the 

winner of the previous Season of the ASEAN Club 

Championship, then such an AFF MA shall receive a direct 

Titleholder slot over and above the number of slots allotted 

as per Article 3.1.2 (a) or Article 3.1.2 (b).  The winner of the 

previous Season of the ASEAN Club Championship shall be 

allotted a slot as per Article 4 hereinbelow and be seeded 

higher than the other Participating Club(s) of the said AFF 

MA. 

e. The Participating Clubs for AFF MAs mentioned in Articles 

3.1.2.a shall be (i) the winners of the National League 

season and (ii) the winners of the National Cup knock-out 

competition each.  

(i) If the same Participating Club is the winner of 

the National League and the National Cup, then 

the next best placed Club in the National League 

shall be deemed eligible, provided they fulfil 

requirements set out in Article 6.1. 

(ii) If the winner of the National League does not 

fulfil the requirements set out in Article 6.1, the 

next best placed Club in the National League 

shall be deemed eligible, provided they also fulfil 

requirements set out in Article 6.1. 

(iii) If the winner of the National Cup knock-out 

competition does not fulfil the requirements set 
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out in Article 6.1., the runner-up of the National 

Cup knock-out competition shall be deemed 

eligible, provided they also fulfil requirement set 

out in Article 6.1. 

(iv) Should the runner-up of the National Cup 

knock-out competition also does not fulfil the 

requirements, the AFF shall reserve the right to 

determine the replacement team through 

consultation with the respective Member 

Association.  

(v) If the Member Association does not have a 

National Cup knock-out competition, then the 

next best placed Club in the National League 

shall be deemed eligible, provided they fulfil 

requirements set out in Article 6.1.  

f. The Participating Club for AFF MAs mentioned in Article 

3.1.2b. and c. shall be the winners of the National League 

season. 

g. For the avoidance of any doubts, even if a Participating Club 

from one of the AFF MAs as per Articles 3.1.2 a and b, 

hereinabove has participated in the previous Season of the 

ASEAN Club Championship, such Participating Club shall 

not be eligible to participate in the next Season of the 

ASEAN Club Championship unless they fulfill Article 3.1.2 

(e), hereinabove. 

3.2. For the avoidance of doubt, the AFF General Secretariat has the right to 

make any necessary adjustments to the slot allocations set out in 

Articles 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 in the manner provided for in this Entry 

Manual. The adjusted slot allocation will be notified to the Member 

Associations by circular letter. 

3.3. Subject to other relevant provisions within this Entry Manual, Member 

Associations shall be allocated the following provisional slots for 2025-

26 season onwards, in accordance with the following: 
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Member 

Associations 

Direct 

Malaysia  2+1* 

Singapore 2+1* 

Thailand 2+1* 

Vietnam 2+1* 
Table 1.1 Direct slots for Member Associations 

 
AFC Men’s Club 

Competitions Rankings** 

Direct Indirect 

1.  1+1*  

2.   1 

3.   1 

4.   1 

5.   1 
Table 1.2 Direct & Indirect slots for Member Associations as per the AFC Rankings 

 

* The additional (+1) slot is for the Titleholder of the immediately 

preceding ACC Sporting Season. Thus, it shall be applicable to only one 

of the teams mentioned herein. 

** The AFC Men’s Club Competitions Rankings published by the AFC 

immediately preceding the commencement of the ACC Sporting Season 

in a given year. 

NOTE: For the purposes of slot allocation as per Table 1.2 hereinabove, 

the Member Associations mentioned in Table 1.1 shall not be counted 

in the AFC Men’s Club Championship Rankings mentioned in Table 1.2. 

Therefore, the immediately succeeding Member Association as per the 

AFC Men’s Club Competitions Rankings shall be awarded the slots. 

3.4. For the avoidance of doubt, the AFF General Secretariat has the right to 

make any necessary adjustments to the slot allocations as set out 

hereinabove, in the manner provided for in this Entry Manual. The 

adjusted slot allocation shall be notified to the Member Associations by 

circular letter. 

4. Slots for Titleholder 

4.1. The Titleholder of the preceding edition of the ACC shall be allocated a 
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direct slot into the Group Stage of the following edition of ACC.  

4.2. The Titleholder shall be allocated the relevant slot as per Article 4.1 even 

if they do not qualify for the relevant ACC by virtue of failing to meet the 

Sporting Criteria. 

4.3. Notwithstanding Articles 4.1 and 4.2, the Titleholder must meet the 

eligibility requirements set out in Articles 5, 7 and 9 in order for the 

relevant slot to be allocated to them. 

4.4. Unless decided otherwise by the AFF, where the ACC Titleholder 

participates in the following edition of the ASEAN Club Championship, 

it shall, for operational purposes (e.g. seeding for entries, draws,) be 

deemed to be the highest-seeded club of the ACC Group Stage. 

Principles of Redistribution of Slots 

4.5. A redistribution of direct slots shall occur in accordance with Article 4.5, 

in case where: 

4.5.1. any Member Association fails to fulfil any of the Member 

Association Eligibility Criteria; or 

4.5.2. any Member Association has more direct slots allocated to it 

than the number of its eligible clubs (cf. Section 3); or 

4.5.3. the Titleholder fails to meet the eligibility requirements set out 

in Article 5, 7 and 9; or 

4.5.4. otherwise expressly provided for in this Entry Manual. 

4.6. In case of redistribution of direct slots, subject to Articles 4.7 and 4.8, 

any direct slot(s) that were forfeited shall be redistributed to the next 

highest eligible Member Association in the AFC Men’s Club 

Competitions Ranking. 

4.6.1. Should a Member Association receive direct slot(s) via a 

redistribution, an equal number of indirect slot(s) already 

allocated to the Member Association (if any) shall be annulled 

and such slot(s) shall not be redistributed (e.g., 2+1 becomes 

3+0) 
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4.7. For the avoidance of doubt, any indirect slot which is not allocated to 

an eligible club shall be annulled and not be redistributed. 

Maximum Number of Slots allocated to a Member Association 

4.8. Subject to the provisions of this Entry Manual, the maximum number 

of slots allocated to a Member Association in ACC shall be limited to the 

following: 

Competition Max. Total 

Slots 

Max. Direct 

Slots 

Max. Indirect 

Slots 

ACC 2+1* 2+1* 1 

* The additional (+1) slot is for the Titleholder of the immediately 

preceding ACC. 
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SECTION 3: ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

5. Eligibility of Member Associations 

5.1. For the purposes of 2025-26 season onwards, the Member Associations 

must meet the Member Association Eligibility Criteria as set out in the 

then-current AFC Club Competitions Entry Manual/Regulations, by 

whatever name called, in order to be eligible to obtain direct slots for the 

relevant ACC.  

5.2. Any Member Association which fails to fulfill the Member Association 

Eligibility Criteria as mentioned hereinabove, shall be eligible to be 

allocated only indirect slots for the relevant ACC. 

5.3. Should a Member Association fail to meet the minimum conditions set 

out in the AFC Club Competitions Entry Manual/Regulations, the 

indirect slot(s) allocated to the relevant Member Association shall be 

annulled. 

6. Eligibility of Clubs  

6.1. To be eligible to participate in the ACC, a club must: 

6.1.1. be granted a license in accordance with Article 7; 

6.1.2. meet the Sporting Criteria; and 

6.1.3. comply with the rules on the integrity of the ASEAN Club 

Championship as set out in Article 9. 

6.2. In case of failure to meet any of the criteria defined in Article 6.1, a club 

shall be considered ineligible to participate in the ACC. Accordingly, 

such club(s) shall be replaced by the next-best seeded eligible club from 

the same Member Association in accordance with Article 8.3. 

7. Club Licensing Criteria 

7.1. Member Associations are required to implement a national club 

licensing system for all the clubs within their domestic top division 

league, in accordance with the AFC Club Licensing Regulations. 

7.2. Clubs that meet the Sporting Criteria must have validly received a 

license from the relevant national licensor as also the AFC. 

8. Sporting Criteria 

8.1. Subject to the relevant provisions of this Entry Manual, each Member 



 
ASEAN Club Championship – Entry Manual (2025)  Page 13 of 20  

Association shall set the methodology for nomination of its representative 

club(s) for the ASEAN Club Championship. Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, each Member Association shall ensure that, without 

exception: 

8.1.1. its club(s) qualify for the AFF Club Competition based on 

sporting merit; 

8.1.2. it clearly identifies a domestic top division league and domestic 

cup (if applicable) for the purposes of this Entry Manual; 

8.1.3. the highest-seeded club nominated by the Member Association 

shall be the winner of its domestic top division league and/or 

domestic top division cup, as the case may be. In case the 

domestic top division league consists of different formats (e.g., 

a Knockout Stage after the completion of a League Stage), the 

Member Association shall be responsible for determining the 

winner of the domestic top division league as part of its 

nomination principles; 

8.1.4. the principles of objectivity, transparency and non-

discrimination are respected with a view to ensuring fair entry 

into the AFF Club Competition; and 

8.1.5. the nomination principles are approved by the relevant 

competent bodies within its Member Association and/or League 

prior to submission to the AFF. 

8.2. Member Associations shall submit a list of eligible clubs with their 

respective seedings for the relevant ACC in accordance with the 

principles set out in this Entry Manual to the AFF in writing by no later 

than 15th April preceding the start of the relevant Season. 

8.2.1. For example, in a domestic top division league of twelve (12) 

clubs, only the top six (6) are eligible to participate in the AFF 

Club Competition on the basis of their finishing position. 

8.2.2. For the avoidance of doubt, if the same domestic top division 

league commenced the Sporting Season with twelve (12) clubs, 

but only ten (10) completed the full Sporting Season for 

whatever reason, the top six (6) are eligible to participate in the 

AFF Club Competition on the basis of their finishing position. 

8.2.3. For the avoidance of doubt, when calculating the number of 

clubs that participated on the first match day of a domestic top 
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division league and the final finishing position, ‘foreign clubs’ 

(i.e., clubs which are not affiliated to the relevant Member 

Association) shall not be considered. The AFF General 

Secretariat has the sole discretion to determine whether a club 

shall be considered ‘foreign’ for the above purpose. 

8.3. This Article 8 shall only take into consideration the domestic top 

division league and domestic cup ending in the domestic Sporting 

Season immediately preceding the relevant AFF Club Competition. 

8.3.1. Where there was no domestic top division league and/or 

domestic cup(s) held in the domestic Sporting Season 

immediately preceding the relevant AFF Club Competition, the 

relevant Member Association shall submit a written proposal to 

nominate the representative club(s) to the AFF for its approval by 

no later than the deadline stipulated in Article 8.2. 

Eligible Club refuses to enter AFF Club Competition 

8.4. If an eligible club refuses to enter any AFF Club Competition, despite 

meeting the criteria in accordance with Article 6.1, the slot(s) allocated to 

its Member Association shall be: 

8.4.1. for any direct slot(s): redistributed in accordance with Article 4.5; 

8.4.2. for any indirect slot(s): annulled and not redistributed. 

9. Integrity of ASEAN Club Championship 

9.1. To ensure the integrity of ASEAN Club Championship, clubs shall 

comply with all the provisions of this Article 9. 

9.2. Decisions of the AFF shall be made in accordance with the relevant 

rules, regulations and circulars etc., in force at the time, including the 

Procedural Rules Governing the AFC Entry Control Body. 

Clubs directly or indirectly involved in Match Manipulation 

9.3. If, on the basis of all the factual circumstances and information 

available to it, the AFF concludes to its comfortable satisfaction that a 

club has been directly and/or indirectly involved, since the entry into 

force of Article 64 (6) of the AFF Statutes (or its future equivalents), in 

any activity aimed at arranging or influencing the outcome of a match 

at national or international level, such club shall be declared ineligible 
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to participate in the AFF Club Competition. Such ineligibility is effective 

for only one (1) Sporting Season. 

9.3.1. When making this administrative decision, the AFF can rely on, 

but is not bound by, a decision of a national or international 

sporting body, arbitral tribunal or state court. 

9.3.2. The AFF can refrain from declaring a club ineligible to 

participate in the AFF Club Competition if it is comfortably 

satisfied that the impact of a decision made in connection with 

the same factual circumstances by a national or international 

sporting body, arbitral tribunal or state court has already had 

the effect to prevent that club from participating in an AFF Club 

Competition. 

Control or Influence of Clubs 

9.4. The following criteria aim to safeguard the integrity of the ACC and its 

matches. Clubs must be committed to ensuring that they conform to 

the highest ethical and sporting standards regarding matters of control 

and influence. 

In this regard: 

9.4.1. No participating club may, either directly or indirectly: 

9.4.1.1. hold or deal in the securities or shares of any other 

participating club; 

9.4.1.2. be a member of any other participating club; 

9.4.1.3. be involved in any capacity whatsoever in the 

management, administration and/or sporting 

performance of any other participating club; and/or 

9.4.1.4. have any power whatsoever in the management, 

administration and/or sporting performance of any other 

participating club, if there is a material risk that such 

circumstance(s) would actually or potentially jeopardise 

the integrity of an ACC and/or any match in an ACC. 

9.4.2. No individual or legal entity may simultaneously be involved, 

either directly or indirectly, in any capacity whatsoever in the 

management, administration and/or sporting performance of 

more than one (1) participating club if there is a material risk 
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that this would actually or potentially jeopardise the integrity of 

an ACC and/or any match in an ACC. 

9.4.3. No individual or legal entity may have control or influence over 

more than one (1) participating club if there is a material risk 

that this would actually or potentially jeopardise the integrity of 

an ACC and/or any match in an ACC. 

In this context, control or influence shall be defined as: 

9.4.3.1. holding a majority of the shareholders’ voting rights in 

the relevant participating club(s); 

9.4.3.2. having the right to appoint or remove a majority of the 

members of the administrative, management, or 

supervisory body of the relevant participating club(s); 

9.4.3.3. being a shareholder and alone controlling a majority of 

the shareholders’ voting rights in the relevant 

participating club(s) pursuant to an agreement entered 

into with other shareholders of the relevant participating 

club(s); and/or 

9.4.3.4. being able to exercise by any means a decisive 

influence in the decision-making of the relevant 

participating club(s). 

9.5. The burden of proof shall rest on the relevant club to prove its 

compliance with the provisions of Article 9.4 and the AFF shall be 

entitled, at its discretion, to request information from the relevant club 

in this regard. 

9.6. If the AFF considers that any clubs may not or do not comply with Article 

9.4, it shall refer the matter to the relevant AFF body/authority including 

without limitations, the AFF Disciplinary and Ethics Committee. The 

decisions made in this regard by the relevant AFF body/authority shall be 

final. 

9.7. If the non-compliance is determined prior to the relevant clubs’ 

participation in the ACC, then the relevant AFF body/ authority shall 

determine the next steps at its discretion, in accordance with the 

relevant rules, regulations and circulars etc., in force at the time 

including the Procedural Rules Governing the AFC Entry Control Body, 
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having regard to the importance of safeguarding the integrity and 

smooth operation of the ACC and matches in the ACC. 

9.8. If the non-compliance is determined after the relevant clubs’ 

participation in the ACC, then the relevant clubs shall be permitted to 

complete the ACC, however, the relevant clubs shall be declared ineligible 

to participate in the ACC for the following two (2) Sporting Seasons. 

9.9. For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Entry Manual shall be 

interpreted as limiting the ability of the AFF to initiate disciplinary 

proceedings in accordance with the AFF Disciplinary and Ethics Code. 

10. Appeal 

10.1. Any appeal against a decision of the relevant AFF body/authority with 

regards to the eligibility of a Club to participate shall be made 

exclusively before the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) within ten (10) 

days of notification of the decision. 

10.2. Appeals shall be subject to the following limitations: 

10.2.1. the appeal shall automatically be subject to an expedited 

procedure and be completed (if relevant) prior to   the 

Competition draw; 

10.2.2. the appeal shall be heard by three (3) arbitrators; 

10.2.3. the appeal shall be conducted in English; and 

10.2.4. any hearing, if required, shall be at the CAS Alternate Hearing 

Centre in Kula Lumpur, Malaysia.
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SECTION 5: CLOSING PROVISIONS 

11. Draw Mechanism 

11.1. The draw mechanism for the ASEAN Club Championship shall be 

published by the AFF General Secretariat in advance of any draw. 

12. Disciplinary Measures 

12.1. All disciplinary measures in relation to this Entry Manual shall be 

undertaken in accordance with the current AFF Statutes, AFF 

Disciplinary and Ethics Code and any relevant AFF circular. 

13. Decisions 

13.1. All decisions made in accordance with this Entry Manual, except 

where expressly identified otherwise, are final and binding and not 

appealable in accordance with the AFF Statutes. 

14. Amendments 

14.1. The AFF reserves the right to make amendments to any part of this 

Entry Manual for any reason whatsoever. Such amendments shall be 

duly communicated to the Member Associations and clubs in due 

course. 

15. Matters Not Provided For 

15.1. Matters not provided for in this Entry Manual shall be decided by the 

AFF Competitions Committee. Such decisions are final, binding and not 

appealable. 

16. AFF Statutes 

16.1. To the extent that this Entry Manual is inconsistent with the AFF 

Statutes, the AFF Statutes shall prevail. 

16.2. To the extent that this Entry Manual is inconsistent with any AFF 

Regulations, this Entry Manual shall prevail. 

17. Implementing Provisions 

17.1. The AFF General Secretariat is entrusted with the operational 

management of the ASEAN Club Championship and is therefore entitled 

to make decisions and adopt the detailed provisions necessary for 

implementing this Entry Manual. 
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18. Enforcement 

18.1. This Entry Manual was ratified by the AFF Competitions Committee on 28 

June 2025 and, subject to Article 18.2 of this Entry Manual, came into 

force immediately. 

18.2. This Entry Manual shall be applicable to the ASEAN Club 

Championship from the 2025/26 Sporting Season onwards. 

For the AFF Competitions Committee 

 

 

 

 

Dr Tran Quoc Tuan   Winston Lee 

AFF Competitions Committee Chairperson   AFF General Secretary 
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